
The Meadows Sports College 
 

Special Educational Needs Information 

 

The Meadows Sports College is a secondary school for students with Complex and 

Profound Learning Disabilities aged 11 to 19 years. 

 

Identification and Assessment Arrangements and Review Procedures 

The code does not assume that there are hard and fast categories of special 

educational need, but recognises that children’s needs and requirements may fall within 

or across four broad areas. These are:- 

 Communication and Interaction; 

 Cognition and Learning; 

 Social, Mental and Emotional Health:; 

 Sensory and/or physical. medical needs (VI, HI) 
 
We will meet every child’s needs within the classroom through ensuring that our 

planning, teaching and approaches meet the needs of the majority of the children in our 

school.  

 

 

Criteria for Evaluating the Success of our Policy 

 

The policy will be evaluated against the objectives stated on page one by: 

 

 An analysis of all teachers planning by Co-ordinators, Senior Team, Principal 
ensures that a differentiated approach is taken and that the learning objectives 
are identified and reflected in planning; 

 Parents/Carers are involved with targets set with children by discussing, 
receiving and having their views recorded; 

 Students are involved, where appropriate, in discussing, constructing, reviewing 
and having their views recorded on their targets; 

 Targets are being monitored to ensure that progress through specific, 
measurable, achievable, realistic, time-bound targets (SMART); 

 Ensuring that outside agencies, where appropriate, have their comments and 
recommendations recorded; 

 The school prospectus shows the success of the policy or any changes needed 
for the subsequent year; 

 The School Enhancement Plan and SEF priorities which include the provision for 
SEN; 

 Undertaking a value for money review of our Special Educational Needs funding; 

 Any external evaluation or inspection. 
 
 
 



Success criteria will be: 

 All planning reflects subject targets, key targets and any previously identified 
need; 

 85% of those students identified and needed key targets reach their expected 
target as judged by teacher’s professional judgement; 

 All key targets include written/recorded comments from parents/carers and 
students and where necessary outside agency involvement. 

 

Teaching Students with Special Educational Needs: 

Teaching children to communicate is fundamental to our curriculum; it is at the heart of 

learning and, of every activity we undertake, throughout the day in the school. We 

believe in a total communication approach. This teaching is re-inforced by sharing 

information with parents and other agencies.   In our recent Ofsted June 2013 

Communication was awarded outstanding. 

‘The development of students’ communication skills lies at the heart of every classroom 

activity.  Flexible use of a wide range of communication techniques and creative 

resources enables all students to communicate their needs very effectively and in a 

comfortable way. In the same class, one student will say ‘yes’ by eye pointing; another 

will use a switch; and yet another will vocalise.’   

(Ofsted Report 2013 page 5) 

 

Activities Available to Students: 

After-school Club on a Wednesday, Lunchtime Clubs, Residentials. 

 

 

Emotional and Social Development: 

 

We understand and respect that all children respond differently according to 
circumstances, but an important part of The Meadows is to prepare children for adult 
life. In working towards this aim we will, in partnership with Parents/Carers and when 
necessary other professionals draw up appropriate behaviour support plans.  
 
The Meadows Sports College Behaviour Policy contains a more detailed explanation of 
our approach to the management of behaviour.  This includes the proactive approaches 
we take to avoid physical interventions we are a ‘hands free’ school.  The School has 
adopted the Proactive Strategies for Crisis Intervention and Prevention (Proact SCIP), 
which is a nationally recognised strategy for dealing with behaviour management. 
Recently we have been told by Proact-Scip we are leading in this area as we 
demonstrate excellent practice. OFSTED in 2013 confirmed we were OUTSTANDING 
for behaviour & Safety.  
 
In all schools, students misbehave at times. However, when they do we pride ourselves 
on how well we deal with behaviour. Parents who wish to be more informed are 
signposted to agencies and training in behaviour management (e.g. Scope) and we 
work with parents to ensure continuity of learning and behaviour is managed in a good 



way. This was recognised by Ofsted (2013) who awarded the school ‘Outstanding’ in 
this area.    
 

 

SENCO’s role: 

Currently the SENCO is Tracey Pitt who is responsible for co-ordinating the provision of 

special educational needs throughout the school. This will involve: 

 Day to day operation of the SEN policy; 

 Providing advice to staff supporting, liaising with them and where necessary the 
completion of key target sheets; 

 Working alongside staff to assist them in identifying, assessing and planning for 
student’s needs and ensuring that students make progress; 

 Overseeing and maintaining specific resources for special educational needs; 

 Liaising with outside agencies; 

 Contributing to and, where necessary, leading the continuing professional 
development (CPD) of staff; 

 Monitoring, evaluating and reporting on the provision for children with SEN to the 
governing body in conjunction with the designated responsible person; 

 Co-ordinating the range of support available to children with special educational 
needs; 

 In conjunction with the class tutor liaising with parents/carers of children with 
special educational needs. 

 

Continuing Professional Development (CPD): 

 

Through the monitoring and evaluating of our provision the SENCO, with the Principal 

will identify any particular professional development needs of the staff. This will, where 

appropriate, be linked closely to the school’s Enhancement Plan and/or performance 

management objectives. Staff who attend further courses will feedback on courses 

attended. The effectiveness of such professional development will be monitored and 

evaluated by the SENCO, and information provided during the annual evaluation of the 

school’s overall SEN provision. 

 

 

Specialist facilities: 

 

A full range of multi-agency partners (Speech and Language, Teachers of VI and HI, 

Physio’s and OT’s) are available to offer specialist support, advice and strategies if 

appropriate to the young person’s needs. 

 

 

Resources 

Most of the resources used by children having special educational needs are available 

within the classroom. Money may also be spent on further resources to meet the 



objectives of this policy. Any requests for further additional resources should be made to 

the Business Director. 

 

 

Partnership with Parents/Carers/Children: 

 

Parents/Carers are important partners in the effective working relationship with the 

school in raising their son/daughters attainment. They are fully involved in the 

identification, assessment and decision-making process in the school. Parents/carers’ 

contribution to their son/daughter’s education is valued highly by the staff of the school. 

Parents/carers are encouraged to involve their child in the decision-making processes, 

including recording children’s views and implementing and reviewing where necessary 

one students targets. The school will also update parents/carers with relevant 

information. 

We show sensitivity, honesty and mutual respect in encouraging students to share 

concerns, discuss strategies and see themselves as equal partners in the school. All 

students are involved in making decisions, where possible, as soon as they start at the 

school. The ways in which we encourage them to participate reflects their emerging 

maturity. Confident young people, who know that their opinions will be valued and who 

can practise making choices, will be more secure and effective students during their 

school years. In this school, we encourage students to participate in their learning. We 

encourage them to have a voice in deciding the priorities of our School Enhancement 

Plan through the School Council. We encourage them to take ownership of their 

learning targets by discussing their targets and what they can do to improve. For 

students with SEN this includes discussing the strategies for their success. We 

encourage them to take part in reviewing their progress and in setting new goals and 

challenges. 

 

 

Complaints Procedure 

If parents/carers have a complaint concerning provision for their child they should 

discuss this with the class tutor. If this proves unsuccessful the matter should be 

referred to the Phase Manager, and or Deputy and or Principal. Should the matter still 

be unresolved the parents/carers should contact the ‘responsible person’ on the 

governing body. If the complaint remains unresolved the Chair of Governors should be 

involved and finally the complaint should be taken to the Local Authority and/or 

Secretary of State. 

 

 

Other agencies  

  

Educational Psychology Service 
 
The main task of the Educational Psychologist is to advise families, the Local Authority 

and staff at The Meadows on the educational, social, behavioural and emotional factors 

which affect the development of the student who is referred to them.  If there is a 

particular concern about your child’s progress and development, we are able to call 



upon them for advice and support. The Psychologists also prepare psychological advice 

if your child is undergoing Assessment, or if we decide that your child’s Special 

Educational Needs should be reassessed.  

 

Speech and Language Therapy 
 
We currently have a speech and language therapy service which provides support for 

students with specific problems in the development of their communication and feeding. 

Our therapists can also offer advice and training to Parents/Carers and to teaching staff. 

They are able to cover a variety of specialisms, such as sign-supported language (e.g. 

Makaton), on body signing for students with PMLD (e.g. TASSELS) working with 

students with language difficulties, and eating and drinking difficulties. The team also 

support students to develop interaction skills within a social context. We work with and 

support parents to access these. The Speech and Language Therapy Service can be 

contacted via us at The Meadows, should you wish to discuss your child’s progress. 

 

Physiotherapy 
 
The Physiotherapist and Physiotherapist Assistant work with staff on writing, developing 

and implementing physio programmes for students with physical difficulties.  The 

Physiotherapists can make home visits where it is deemed necessary and appropriate. 

 

Occupational Therapy 
 
Occupational Therapists work with students who have difficulty in participating in 

everyday activities (like self-care, school work, play and leisure) as a result of problems 

with movement and perception. Therapists assess students' needs and consider the 

challenges specific activities and the environment present to the students. A therapy 

programme is devised to support students to develop their skills and / or advice on 

provision of specialist seating or small items of equipment is made available to school 

and home. 

 

Teacher for the Hearing Impaired 
 
The teacher for the Hearing Impaired service visits The Meadows regularly to advise 

staff on education provision and resources for students with a hearing impairment. 

 

Visually Impaired Service 
 
The teacher for the Visually Impaired spends two days a week in The Meadows and 

advises staff on education provision and resources for students with visual impairments. 

 

Other Agencies 
 
Other agencies that come into The Meadows to support our students include orthotics, 

paediatrics and education welfare department. Short Break providers use our premises 

to further extend access to activities.  

 



Useful Numbers: 

 

School Switchboard       0121 569 7080 

School (out of hours)      0121 569 7086 

Passenger Transport Unit      0121 569 5866 

0121 569 4869 

         0121 569 5796 

         0121 569 4870 

         0121 569 4863 

         0121 569 8161 

Community Children’s Nurses          0121 544 6754 

CAMHS  (Child & Adolescent Mental Health Services)  0121 612 6620 

Children with Disabilities Team     0845 352 8766 / 8836 

Transitions Team 16+      0845 352 2266 

Connexions        0800 358 4800 

Educational Psychologist      0845 352 7552 

Educational Welfare       0845 352 7420 

Hearing Impaired, Visually Impaired Services    0845 352 7552 

Home Loans        0845 352 2266 

J R Woodis (Wheelchair Repairs)     01902 494336 

Physiotherapy Department; Occupational Therapy  0121 612 2345 

Speech & Language Therapy     0121 530 8035 

Wheelchair Services      0121 565 7950 

 

 

Transition: 

 

Through careful planning we ensure that there is a smooth transition when children 

move between school or onto post school education. We have active links with our 

feeder schools and local colleges and post school providers. We attend all Year 6 

Annual Reviews. We encourage multi agency partners to attend or to provide reports at 

all Annual Reviews.  In year 13 there is the opportunity for your child to attend a link 

course at a local college if it is appropriate. 

We have active governing bodies, which include parent governors,  

who offer the school support and challenge. This information is shared with parents so 

they know how to make a comment or give a compliment. 

If we do not get things right you have a right to complain and we  

will inform you how to do this on request. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


