
        Learning Area Overview and Long Term Plan 
 

Learning Area: Communication and Expression  

Overview: This Learning Area encompasses the following Reading, Writing, Speaking and Listening, Drama, Computing and Basic 

Skills.This Learning Area also provides students with opportunities to develop speech through the use of technology using programs like 
Symwriter, eye gaze and VOCAS (Voice output communication aids) as well as low tech options such as PECs, Look to Talk, 
communication books and aided language displays, eventually leading to high tech communication aids. The elements of each subject 
that will be covered are detailed below and are delivered through a cross-curricular learning platform that links experiences, skills, 
knowledge and opportunities in an approach that is meaningful and purposeful for each pupil, yet linked through a whole school shared 
thematic cycle. 

Long Term Planning: During a student’s time at The Meadows School, their learning journey will provide them with the opportunity 

(where appropriate)  to work towards the following learning topics and outcomes: 
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Speaking and Listening  
 
During their time in school 
students will demonstrate 
their ability to communicate 
in various forms including:  
 

 Showing preference 
passive or resistant 

 Reacting to variety of 
activities 
demonstrating 
alertness 

 Responding 
consistently to familiar 
people, events or 
objects  

 Cooperating with 
familiar people during 
activities 

 Seek attention through 
eye contact gesture or 
actions  

 Make requests by 
pointing to people or 
objects  

 Greet Familiar people  

 They respond to 
options with gestures 
or actions  

Reading 
 
During their time in 
school students will 
develop the ability to 
read in a range of 
ways including: 
 

 Showing 
preference 
passive or 
resistant 

 Reacting to 
variety of 
activities whilst 
demonstrating 
alertness 

 Responding 
consistently to 
familiar 
people, events 
or objects  

 Seek attention 
through eye 
contact 
gesture or 
actions  

 Make requests 
by pointing to 
people or 
objects  

Writing 
 
During their time in 
school, students will 
demonstrate their 
ability to write in 
various forms 
including:  
 

 Explore tactile 
materials  

 Demonstrate 
awareness 
when handling 
mark makers  

 Cooperate in 
mark making 
activities with 
others 

 They begin to 
make choices 
with gestures or 
actions 

 Pecs 

 Aided language 
displays 

 High tech 
communication 
aids  

Drama  
 

During their time in 
school, students will be 
exposed to drama and 
dramatic performances in 
various forms including:  
 

 Building 
relationships with 
others – still 
images, contact 
games, turn taking, 
spatial awareness 

 

 Pantomime/comedy 
 

 Role-play around 
storytelling choose 
1 book or several 
books to tie in with 
World Book Day 

 

 Role-play around 
people who help 
us- role-play visits 
to the doctors, 
dentist etc. 

 

 Role-play based 
around planning a 

Computing & 
Basic Skills  

 
During their time in school, 
students will demonstrate 
their ability to use 
technology in various 
forms including:  
 

 Computers, tablets, 
programmable 
robots, digital and 
video cameras are 
a few of the tools 
that can be used to 
acquire, organise, 
store, manipulate, 
interpret, 
communicate and 
present information. 
As well as paper, 
based aided 
language aids 
designed to support 
student’s language 
in school 
progressing to 
technological aids 
that aid 
communication. 
This includes 
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 Gradually extend their 

vocabulary or 
repertoire of familiar 
symbols from single 
word utterances to 
linking four key words 
to communicate about 
their own experiences 
or by retelling stories  

 Verbally communicate 
using words  

 Non verbally 
communicate through 
use of  

o Pecs 
o Aided language 

displays 
o High tech 

communication 
aids  

o Communication 
books  

o Symwriter  
 

 Pupils will 
demonstrate an 
understanding of an 
ever increasing 
repertoire of symbols, 
words 

 They respond 
to options with 
gestures or 
actions  

 Pecs (symbol 
discrimination) 

 Aided 
language 
displays  

 Symbol 
support in 
lessons where 
appropriate  

 Braille and 
Moon lessons 
for Visually 
Impaired 
students.  

 Phonics 
(letters and 
sounds 
program) for 
students who 
are P8 and 
above. 

 
During their time in 
school, students will 
encounter a range of 
genres through 
topics. Throughout 

 Communication 
books  

 Symwriter  

 Mark making 

 Make 
phonically 
plausible 
attempts to 
write words 
using writing 
implements 
(pen, computer, 
tablet, moon, 
braille, 
magnetic 
letters, or 
Symwriter)   

 Begin to write 
sentences 
using correct 
punctuation for 
a range of 
purposes.  

 

trip or journey 
somewhere 
 

 Spontaneous 
improvisation.  

Symwriter 
environments; 
choose it maker 
and personal aids 
that are supporting 
the student’s 
language. 

 
Throughout their school 
life student will develop 
the following skills through 
computing:  
 

 Awareness of 
everyday sounds,  
lights and light 
sequences, 
different genres of 
music , different 
languages and 
dialects. 
mechanical 
movement and 
vibration 

 Communicate 
intentionally using 
ICT showing they 
can anticipate 
known events. To 
look towards or 
make noises or 
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 They will begin to 

respond to simple 
commands ranging 
from commands 
containing 1-4 key 
words  

 They will begin to 
respond to a range of 
questions what, 
where, who, when, 
how, why in different 
scenarios  

 They will increase 
their attention span  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

their school life 
students will be 
exposed to: 
 

 Information 
texts 

 Traditional 
tales/fantasy 
stories 

 Instructional 
texts 

 Recipes 

 Rhymes and 
poetry  

 Lists and 
labels 

 Diaries 
 
Text formats that 
students may 
encounter are as 
follows: 

 sensory 
stories 

 simple 
symbols 
supported 
texts 

 Written text 
when students 

requests To  
repeatedly operate 
a switch 

 purposefully use a 
switch, To 
intentionally make 
selections to 
communicate 
meanings 

 follow simple IT 
commands and 
instructions, ICT 
can be used to 
control objects, 
events and aspects 
of the environment 

 operate simple 
computer programs 
with mouse, touch 
screen or control 
device 

 understand one to 
one 
correspondence 
between switch 
press and action 

 make connections 
between control 
devices and 
information on 
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acquire the 
phonic 
knowledge to 
decode 
words. (The 
books and 
texts that they 
access will be 
matched to 
their level of 
phonic 
knowledge 
based on 
assessments 
using letters 
and sounds 
phonics 
scheme.) 

 Braille and 
moon 
supported 
texts as above 
for visually 
impaired 
students.     

 

screen/ objects/ 
screen 

 Use ICT to interact 
with other pupils 
and adults eg find 
the camera app on 
a tablet / iPad 
/phone(with 
support) and open 
it, they can access 
the same content 
on different 
devices.  

 To identify the 
appropriate 
technology from a 
limited selection to 
fulfil a task e.g. 
microwave to heat 
food, vacuum to 
clean the floor. 

 use logical 
reasoning to predict 
and computing the 
behaviour of simple 
programs  

 organise, store, 
manipulate and 
retrieve data in a 
range of digital 
formats  
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 Communicate 

safely and 
respectfully online, 
keeping personal 
information private, 
and recognise 
common uses of 
information 
technology beyond 
school.  

 design and write 
programs that 
accomplish specific 
goals, including 
controlling or 
simulating physical 
systems; solve 
problems by 
decomposing them 
into smaller parts  

 sequence, 
selection, and 
repetition in 
programs; work 
with variables and 
various forms of 
input and output; 
generate 
appropriate inputs 
and predicted 
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outputs to test 
programs  

 use logical 
reasoning to 
explain how a 
simple algorithm 
works and to detect 
and correct errors 
in algorithms and 
programs  

 understand 
computer networks 
including the 
internet; how they 
can provide multiple 
services, such as 
the world-wide web; 
and the 
opportunities they 
offer for 
communication and 
collaboration  

 describe how 
internet search 
engines find and 
store data; use 
search engines 
effectively; use 
technology 
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responsibly, 
securely and safely  

 Select, use and 
combine a variety 
of software 
(including internet 
services) on a 
range of digital 
devices to 
accomplish given 
goals, including 
collecting, 
analysing, 
evaluating and 
presenting data and 
information.  

 
 
 
 


